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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

1 . The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

2. Claims 1-9 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Parks et al ("Parks", USP 5877746) and Finke-Anlauff ("Finke-AnkaufT, USP 5479476) 

Regarding claims 1 and 8, Parks teaches a method for creating a 
user-customized menu in a telephone (customize the phone feature) (col 17, lines 43- 
46) having a menu table (see menu table in Fig. 8) in which service menus for a user 
are stored in association with corresponding indexes (see Fig. 8), the method 
comprising the steps of upon receipt of a user-customized menu creating key, switching 
an operating mode of the radio telephone to a user-customized menu creating mode 
(col 9i lines 26-29) (also see col 17, lines 42-50) ; receiving a user-customized menu 
index in the user-customized menu creating mode (col 17, lines 44-46); (col 18, lines 
14-22); after receiving the user-customized menu index, receiving a sub-menu index to 
be set as menu contents in the user-customized menu index (receiving various 
suboptions) (col 18, lines 14-22) ; and after receiving the menu index, storing the menu 
index in association with the user-customized menu index (col 18, lines 22-26). Parks 
differs from the claim in that Parks does not teach that menu the customization can be 
applied for portable radio phone. However, such feature is known in the art as taught by 



Application/Control Number: 09/752,393 Page 3 

Art Unit: 2173 

Finke-Anlauff. Specifically, Finke-Anlauff teaches mobile telephone having groups of 
user adjustable operating characteristic which comprises the user customization of 
telephone features from a menu (Fig. 3, col 2, lines 6-13). It would have been obvious to 
one of ordinary skill in the art, having the teaching of Parks and Finke-Anlauff before 
him at the time the invention was made, to apply the method for phone menu 
customization taught by Parks to the mobile phone taught by Finke-Anlauff with the 
motivation being to enable the user to easily and conveniently customize the mobile 
phone menu. 

Regarding claim 2, Parks teaches that said menu index is a service menu index 
stored in the menu table (Fig. 8). 

Regarding claim 3, Parks teaches the displaying a message for requesting the 
user to input a desired user-customized menu index after switching the operating mode 
of the portable radio telephone to the user customized menu creating mode (col 18, 
lines 54-55). 

Regarding claim 4, Parks teaches the displaying a message for requesting the 
user to input a menu index desired to be input as menu contents in association with the 
received user-customized menu index (col 18, lines 54-55). 

Regarding claim 5, Parks teaches the creating a user-customized menu in a 
telephone (customize the phone feature) (col 17, lines 43-46) having a menu table (see 
menu table in Fig. 8) in which service menus for a user are stored in association with 
corresponding indexes (Fig. 8), the method comprising the steps of upon receipt of a 
user-customized menu creating key, switching an operating mode of the radio 
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telephone to a user-customized menu creating mode (col 9, lines 26-29); displaying a 
message for requesting the user to input a desired user-customized menu index (col 18, 
lines 54-55); receiving a user-customized menu index (col 17, lines 44-46; col 18, lines 
14-22); displaying a message for requesting the user to input a menu index desired to 
be input as menu contents to be stored in the received user-customized index (col 18, 
lines 54-55), after displaying the menu index input request message, receiving from the 
user a sub-menu index to be set as menu contents in the customized menu index (col 
18, lines 14-22); storing the received menu index in association with the 
user-customized menu index (col 18, lines 22-26). Parks differs from the claim in that 
Parks does not teach that menu the customization can be applied for portable radio 
phone. However, such feature is known in the art as taught by Finke-Anlauff. 
Specifically, Finke-Anlauff teaches mobile telephone having groups of user adjustable 
operating characteristics which comprises the user customization of telephone features 
from a menu (Fig. 3, col 2, lines 6-13). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary 
skill in the art, having the teaching of Parks and Finke-Anlauff before him at the time the 
invention was made, to apply the method for phone menu customization taught by 
Parks to the mobile phone taught by Finke-Anlauff with the motivation being to enable 
the user to easily and conveniently customize the mobile phone menu. 

Regarding claim 6, Parks teaches that the menu index is an index of 
a service menu previously stored in the portable radio telephone (col 17, lines 64-67). 
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Regarding claims 7 and 9, Parks teaches the releasing the user-customized 
menu creating mode after storing the menu index in association with the 
user-customized menu index (col 6, lines 12-15). 

3. Applicant's arguments filed 05/03/04 are fully considered but they are not 
persuasive. 

In response to Applicant's statement that "[c]laims 1, 5, and 8 were amended to 
include the "main menu index" and the "sub-menu index" as requested by the 
Examiner", it is noted that in the Final Office Action, Examiner stated that Applicants 
argue on the language that is not claimed, Examiner did not request the inclusion of this 
language in the claim. 

In response to Applicant's argument that "such comparison is not 

justified index assignments", it is noted that such is not quite the case since even 

though Parks uses the word "suboption" instead of index, both Parks and the present 
application teaches creating customized menu based on existing menu functions. 

In response to Applicant's argument that "Parks does not disclose the use of a 
numeric indexes or storing of the menu in association with corresponding indexes", it is 
noted that such is not quite the case. Col 18, lines 14-20 teaches customizing phone 
menu by selection among various suboptions (indexes) and lines 22-26 teaches storing 
the menu which is customized. Therefore, it is clear that Parks teaches storing menu in 
association with corresponding indexes. 

In response to Applicant's argument that Parks teaching cannot be compared 
with creation by a new, customized menus as recited in claims 1,5,8, it is noted that 
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such is not quite the case since Parks teaches creating customized menu as clearly 
explained in the rejection above. 

4. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Kieu D. Vu. 

The examiner can normally be reached on Mon - Thu from 7:00AM to 3:00PM at 
571-272-4057. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, John Cabeca, can be reached at 571-272-4048. 

The fax phone numbers for the organization where this application or proceeding 
is assigned are as follows: 

703-872-9306 



571-273-4057 (use this FAX #, only after approval by Examiner, for "INFORMAL" 
or "DRAFT" communication. Examiners may request that a formal paper / amendment 
be faxed directly to them on occasions). 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is (703-305- 
3900). 
Kieu D. Vu 

Patent Examiner _ 



and / or: 




